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Sample Letter

Dear Neighbor,

I am ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​[Your Name] and I recently became a Greater Santa Fe Fireshed Ambassador for [Name of Your Community].  I recognized that our community is in a high-risk area for wildfires and I want to work with you and our other neighbors to minimize the risk of wildfires to our community when (not if) the next one happens. 
The Greater Santa Fe Fireshed Coalition (GSFFC) is a coalition of public and private organizations working together to protect the Greater Santa Fe Fireshed, an area of concern for the City of Santa Fe, Santa Fe County, the Pueblo of Tesuque, the communities within and adjacent to its boundary, those who recreate and enjoy this majestic landscape, and the tourism and ecotourism economies that benefit from it. Forest and fire managers agree that this area is at great risk to high-severity wildfire due to over a century of fire suppression and other land use practices. More information about the Fireshed Coalition can be found www.santafefireshed.org.  As your Neighborhood Ambassador I hope that I can provide you with the education and support you need to make your home safer from wildfire. 
With your participation in wildfire preparation, I hope that we can become a Firewise USA® community with a standing wildfire committee and regular wildfire preparation activities so that eventually we can be a Fire Adapted Community, where our homes can survive a wildfire with little or no assistance from others. “When residential development is exposed to extreme wildfire conditions, numerous houses can ignite and burn simultaneously, overwhelming firefighters and reducing fire protection effectiveness.” This means “the most important person in protecting a house from wildfire is NOT a firefighter, but the property owner” (from “Living with Wildfire – A Guide for the Homeowner”). The Living with Wildfire guide and many other great wildfire resources are available on the GSFFC website.

Please contact me if you have wildfire questions or just to let me know what your main areas of concern are so we can begin some pre-wildfire activities in our neighborhood. I can be reached at [Your Phone Number]. Otherwise, keep your eyes open for more wildfire preparation opportunities in our neighborhood. 

Sincerely,

[Your Signature]

Greater Santa Fe Fireshed Neighborhood Ambassador

[Name of Your Community] community

Sample Letter

Welcome to (YOUR COMMUNITY),

(YOUR COMMUNITY)  is located in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and has a single point of access and egress; consequently, fire managers have rated our subdivision as an area of the “highest level of concern” for the risk of damage from wildfire. “When residential development is exposed to extreme wildfire conditions, numerous houses can ignite and burn simultaneously, overwhelming firefighters and reducing fire protection effectiveness” despite our location within Santa Fe City limits and the proximity of fire hydrants on our streets. “The most important person in protecting a house from wildfire is NOT a firefighter, but the property owner” (from “Living with Wildfire – A Guide for the Homeowner”).
The Greater Santa Fe Fireshed Coalition seeks to keep homes, properties and lives from being damaged by wildfire. It does so through neighborhood-based, citizen-driven approaches including overseeing a Neighborhood Ambassador program, completing public education projects, encouraging and facilitating homeowners to undertake mitigation, and changing the public will so as to improve community safety.

My name is (YOUR NAME). I am the (YOUR COMMUNITY) Fireshed Ambassador. I reside at [Your Address] in (YOUR COMMUNITY). I can be contacted at [Your Phone Number] or [Your Email Address]. The websites shown below and the attached documents provide information about reducing the risk of wildfire damage to you and your property. One lesson I have learned, is that “one size does not fit all.” Avoid preconceived notions and general guidelines that could dissuade you from scheduling an evaluation and implementation of a plan that could save your house and trees. Please consider a free site assessment of your property. To schedule an assessment, contact the City of Santa Fe Wildland-Urban Interface Specialist, Porfirio Chavarria at 505.955.3119 or pnchavarria@santafenm.gov. The evaluation takes about one hour and implementation of a wildfire mitigation plan is voluntary.

Sign up for E911 Alert Santa Fe to receive emergency communications from officials
Ready, Set, Go: Your Personal Wildfire Action Plan - from Santa Fe County
En español: En Sus Marcas, Listos, Fuera! - from the City of Santa Fe
Surviving a Wildfire in Santa Fe - from the City of Santa Fe
En español: Guía de juventud - from the City of Santa Fe
Protect Yourself from Smoke Impacts- from the Santa Fe Fireshed
Wildfire Preparedness - ESRI story map from the City of SF Fire Dept.
Visit www.santafefireshed.org for more information and resources.
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